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SAVING OUR FUTURE 
    a note from editor  Jeanette Ross 
 
At a time when the threats to the future– 
to our community, our state,  our planet, 
seem desperate, we in the Club remain 
active, committed. 
      Hard work has its rewards. This 
issue reports on our successes and 
continuing efforts on two fronts– 
protecting Idaho land and water and 
doing our small part to decrease global 
weather changes. 
 
This first report is an update on a 
remarkable coalition effort to protect 
Idaho’s wild and isolated desert canyon 
country. Edwina Allen has been a 
participant since the beginning. 
 

Protecting Owyhee 
Canyonlands 

by Edwina Allen 
The Sierra Club continues to 
participate in negotiations, 
sponsored by Idaho’s Senator 
Crapo, to develop a bill to protect 
the Owyhee Canyonlands.  
     We expect to see 
recommendations for over 500,000 
acres of wilderness and 384 miles of 
Wild and Scenic rivers.  
     The plan includes immediate 
closure of more than 250 miles of 
illegal roads and ways plus a 
mandated travel management plan 
to designate ORV routes, with 
motorized travel restricted to 
designated routes.     Your Sierra 
Club Middle Snake Group was 
formed in the early 1980s 
because local members were 
concerned about the damage they 
saw occurring to our remarkable 
Owyhee desert lands. We are 
encouraged to see 
significantprogress toward achieving 

real protection for the Owyhees. 
Our water... 

More Precious than Gold 
Jessica Ruehrwein 

With the help of committed volunteers 
and our coalition partners, our Atlanta 
Gold campaign had a very busy and 
successful month.  Here is a summary of 
accomplishments. 
 
*      When Idaho Families for Clean 
Water hosted its first Atlanta Gold 
volunteer campaign meeting, over 40 
folks showed up to help out and watch 
the 20 minute slide show presentation. 
  
*       We distributed 7,500 comment 
cards about dangers of the proposed 
mine. Over 400 were mailed back! 
 
*      We conducted 3 phone banks to get 
citizens in Mountain Home, Idaho City 
and Atlanta out to scoping meetings. 
 
*      We held a canvass event in 
Boise’s north end with over 40 
volunteers going door-to-door 
handing out information on the mine 
and gathering petition signatures to 
protect our clean water.  Their tally 
shows that over 50% of the 
community is newly aware of the 
mine. Because of you, we are 
making a difference! 
 
*       To date we have collected over 
2,500 petition signatures and we’ ll keep 
up our hard work all summer (call 

Jessica if you can volunteer a few hours 
of your time at Barber Park). 
 
*  Despite being the same  
evening as some high school 
graduations, about 300 folks  
showed up at a Forest Service  
open house May 30th.  Thanks to 
all volunteers who helped in our clean 
water room! 
 
*     Idaho Families for Clean Water also 
hosted  a press conference that  
same day  and Trout Unlimited provided 
fly-fishing training for kids.  
 
Our campaign... 
Idaho Families for Clean Water 
campaign to stop the Atlanta Gold Mine 
is in full swing. Let Jessica knowif you 
will help with these events, or  would 
like to learn more about becoming a 
Clean Water Volunteer.VIP Middle 
Fork Boise River   
                  Float June 25Idaho 
Families is inviting elected officials, 
candidates and media on a float trip on 
the Middle Fork Boise River June 25. 
Help is needed to provide food for our 
guests and volunteers. We need a few 
people to run the shuttle and help with 
logistics, also. We need a photographer 
and we may need paddle raft 
captains.Concer t for  Clean Water   
                 September 9Idaho Families 
is organizing a concert in Ann Morrison 
Park to raise awareness about the 
proposed gold mine. The entertainment 
will be tops. We need to line up food 
vendors, children©s activities, publicity 
and lots of help on concert day. A 
committee is now forming to organize a 
great concert.Much more will happen 
this summer. We have the perfect job 
for you! 

 



   
 
One of our Volunteers...       
Andre Moncheur came to the United 
States in the late 1970©s and is 
understandably concerned about 
immigration issues. He is also 
passionate about preserving this 
remarkable place. He describes himself 
as “Total nerd, no TV, very historically, 
geographically, culturally and politically 
aware.”  Ah, those Europeans, always 
looking at the big picture instead of the 
small screen. 
     What else would you like to know? 
He has a “strong desire to leave Mother 
Earth in better shape than she was in 
when I realized she was being taken 
advantage of (Water, air, trees, soil, 
plants, animals.....)”  He appreciates 
other Sierra Club volunteers, like 
jonathan stoke, who “know their stuff.”  
He can often be found up at Table Rock 
of a morning, picking up trash. Just 
because it’ s there.  
 
Why do we put in all these years of 
dedicated effort? Why care? Consider.. 
book review... 

The Long Emergency  
                 By James Howard Kunstler 
                 ISBN 0-87113-888-3 

  reviewed by Marty Marzinelli 
This book is a diverse discussion on the 
impacts of cheap fossil fuel energy. It 
reveals how our modern culture is 
completely dependent on this source. It 
logically steps through the reasoning of 
why we have already hit peak oil 
production and dwindling natural gas 
supplies and will have to live with less, 
much less, in the future.  
      The book considers the converging 
impacts, such as global warming, which 
will augment the end of the oil age. It 
also provides a glimpse of what it will 
be like to survive and live through this 
challenging period. 
     Kunstler is dire, apocalyptic, 
uncompromising, and yet logical, 
detailed and compelling in his 
arguments. Whether you agree with the 
author on all points or not, this book is 
worth reading.  

    It is an eye-opening warning of 
pending problems of a huge scale, and 
yet it can also be viewed a motivator to 
begin striving for a more sustainable 
society.  
 

   Ear th  Days Our  Way 
Boise’s Earth Day was a huge success. It 
was back to the basics, with booths and 

activities sponsored by the City of Boise 
and conservation-minded groups. 
     And our coalition tabling events have 
been fun as well as informative. 
 

Atlanta Gold Mine updates 
   By Scott Larson 
 On Tuesday, May 30th, the Forest 
Service held a re-scoping session, thanks 
to a request from our Idaho Families for 
Clean Water coalition, for the proposed 
Atlanta gold mine project proposed by 
Twin Mining Inc.  Many of you may 
have received a flyer asking to submit 
comments before the June 9th deadline.  
About 300 people showed up to learn 
more about the project and comment on 
it.  The coalition (Sierra Club, Idaho 
Conservation League, and Idaho Rivers 
United) had a room right next door 
where we had information on cyanide, 
arsenic, diesel fuel storage, past mine 
failures, petitions, etc. as well as 
volunteers and staff to help craft 
comments and answer questions.  It was 
quite an evening.   

Unfortunately, the Forest 
Service has no choice but to permit the 

mine, according to the 1872 Mining 
Law.  We are planning to get as many 
people to the hearings for the mine as 
we can to hopefully limit the scope of 
the project and require strict 
environmental regulations.  With a little 
luck, a lot of public pressure, and some 
backbone from the state, Twin Mining 
Inc. will decide to pull stakes and leave 
our beautiful river continue to be the 
clean healthy river it has always been.   

Look for the next round of 
hearings and plan on commenting and/ 
or attending as many as possible.  This 
fall, the Forest Service will issue a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) 
and later in the winter a Final EIS.  Both 
will require public comment.  In 
addition, we are planning a few events, 
such as the Curtis Stigers concert in 
September, continued presence at the 
Barber Park put in and the Atlanta 
Rendezvous in July.   

This is our chance to stop this 
mine.  Once the permits are issued, this 
mine will forever damage our river’s 
quality, character, and wildlife – despite 
all of the assurances to the contrary from 
the mine and federal agencies.  Please 
inform your friends and neighbors and 
encourage them to take action.   
  
 
Annual RENDEZVOUS  
JULY 28 – 30  Atlanta, Idaho 
Join us for a free, fun, family weekend 
of camping, guide-led day hikes, hot 
springs, fly-fishing, good food, good 
friends, and great scenery!  The Atlanta 
Rendezvous is a three day camp 
gathering near Atlanta, ID to celebrate 
and raise awareness of the area’s beauty. 
 We’ ll explore and enjoy the region and 
parley about Atlanta Gold’s proposal to 
build a gold mine in the headwaters of 
the Boise River, near the small town of 
Atlanta.  There will be planned daytime 
and evening activities that you can 
choose to participate in and plenty of 
time to relax or do your own thing.  On 
Saturday evening the Sierra Club will 
provide a BBQ dinner – please bring a 
side dish to share! 

 



     Take Highway 21 to the Lucky Peak 
reservoir road; follow 75 miles to the 
end.  It©s a bumpy road, dusty, windy, 
narrow. Alternate is highway 21 past 
Idaho City to Edna Creek road (follow 
the signs.) Space is limited; call (384-
1023) jessica.ruehrwein@sierraclub.org  
 
 

  

  
      MIDDLE SNAKE GROUP   
        Summer CALENDAR  
 Events held in Boise unless noted; 
  non members are always welcome.  

June 2006  
 
6/29-30      Our  Rendezvous this year  
is up the middle fork of the Boise River 
to Atlanta, Idaho, site of the proposed 
mine. We’ ll hike, eat, consider what we 
have to lose.Space is limited; reserve by 
calling our office (384-1023) or 
jessica.ruehrwein@sierraclub.org 
 
7/11     Executive Committee Meeting 
5:30pm at Fish & Game building, 600 
S. Walnut, Boise. Learn about current 
issues. Please use back entrance. 
 
8/7     Executive Committee Meeting 
5:30pm at Fish & Game building, 600 
S. Walnut, Boise. It’ s your business, 
too. Please use back entrance. 
 
Watch for ... 
 
9/9      concer t for the Boise River  
featuring our own Curtis Stigers. 
  
  
   The Purpose of the Sierra Club is to 
explore, enjoy, and protect the wild 
places of the Earth; to practice and 
promote the responsible use of the 
earth©s ecosystems and resources; to 
educate and enlist humanity to protect 
and restore the quality of the natural and 
human environment, and to use all 
lawful means to carry out these 
objectives. 
  
 
Our SIERRA CLUB Staff 
REPRESENTATIVE is Jessica 
Reuhrwein, at the Group office, 910 
Main # 233, Boise, phone (208) 384-

1023. Write us at POB 552 Boise ID 
83701. Website is 
sierraclub.org/chapters/id/midsnake    
This newsletter is published three times 
a year by Middle Snake Group of the 
Sierra Club, free to Club members  
within the geographical area of the 
Group. Editor Jeanette Ross  378-1217 
 
 
From Earth Day  
Jeanette Ross and Brianna Orr were only 
two of nearly a dozen volunteers who 
helped hundreds of eager children make, 
among other wonders, parade shakers 
and their own paper (using a classroom 
kit and instructions supplied by Foothills 
Learning Center.)  
 
 
Cool Cities  
in the Northern Rockies 
 
At the spring meeting of the Northern 
Rockies chapter of the Sierra Club, in 
Lewiston, we looked at our plans for the 
future. Energy issues are of primary 
importance in the region: power 
transmission line siting, coal fired power 
plants, global warming.  Several 
communities in Idaho and Washington 
have expressed interest in becoming a 

“Cool City”  and work to reduce global 
CO2 emissions locally. The chapter 
wants to help.   

Boise has begun its Cool Cities 
campaign with a short term goal of 
encouraging Mayor Bieter to sign on to 
the US Mayors Comprehensive Climate 
Control Agreement.  Boise will create a 
Cool Cities committee, and is looking 
into hiring an intern to help.  Our intern, 
in turn, will be able to help organize 
elsewhere in the region.   

We are all excited about the Cool 
Cities campaign, the positive energy it 
brings, and the way it engages 
communities.  Consider volunteering 
your time and making Boise a Cool 
City.  To learn more call Alan Hausrath 
– 345-9631. 
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more from earth day... 
 
Two enthusiastic new volunteers, Sharon Rivers 
and Matt Carroll,volunteered on our legislative 
lobby day, tabled at earth day and did hours of 
face painting; they also tabled at the 
Independent America film and attended the cool 
cities training in Seattle as our Boise 
representatives with Alan Hausrath. 
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