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Protecting the local... 
EARTH DAY IN BOISE 

by Jessica Ruehrwein 
 
What kind of community do we want, and 
how do we get it? Our longterm goal of a 
safe and healthy environment gets down 
and dirty-- right down to the dirt, that is, 
for much of the month of April. 
       What started as a celebration of John 
Muir’s birthday, many years ago, has 
become a much-loved local event all over 
America. Boise will continue its  mix of 
service projects, family activities, and a 
benefit concert on April 23.  
      This year, event sponsors, a coalition 
of conservation groups, will add an 
energy forum. This year’s April 13 forum 
at BSU will focus on the proposed 
Atlanta Gold Mine, intended for Boise 
river’s headwaters.  
      Boise’s much utilized and much 
beloved Julia Davis Park, sited near the 
train exhibit, starts with free coffee, 
bagels and earth day t-shirts for 
volunteers who have registered to help 
with a variety of cleanup projects. 
      Starting at 8am Saturday morning, 
teams will spread out to mark city storm 
drains, spruce up a park, clean up 
wetlands, assist with zoo projects or 
simply to pick up litter along pathways.  
       By 11am, educational booths will 
open, with live music, strolling clowns 
and children’s craft projects, all to run 
until 4pm. Children’s crafts will include 
seed-planting and paper-making, which 
for the ambitious will include an 
opportunity to create a small book. Kids 
can also make a shaker (and join the 
park’s clowns in an impromptu parade).  
      Those who are still ready to boogie 
can hike to Tom Grainey’s, for live music 
and a silent auction to benefit Idaho 
Environmental Education Association. 
Evening fun starts at 6pm and runs until 
10:00pm. 
      Those who plan to particiate in 

service projects are asked to call 345-
6933 to register.  
      Volunteers are still welcomed for the 
Sierra Club booth and the children’s 
crafts area. Call Jessica at 384-1023 to 
sign up for a two hour shift at the booth 
or contact Jeanette at 378-1217 for the 
children’s area. 
 
Outing To a Backcountry Yurt 
By Richard Alexander 
 
On Presidents’  Day weekend, five hearty 
souls showshoed and skied 2 miles in to  
Skyline Yurt, north of Idaho City. We 
arrived at a yurt completely furnished 
with wood stove, kitchen, bunk beds and 
a beautiful view. The stocked kitchen 
allowed for meals not normally part of 
winter camping.        Despite a promise 
that “ the yurt temperature never drops 
below freezing,”  we awoke to a 
temperature measured in the teens. 
Subsequent nights found sleepy yurt 
mates stoking the wood stove several 
times during the night. Look for next 
year’s trip on the same weekend!             

                           
 
 
 
 
 
Boise.. 

Getting to Cool 
by Jeanette Ross 

Attendies at our March 16th Energy 
Soiree heard how energy efficiencies can 
start at home, according to Cool Cities 
expert Colleen Sarna.     Sarna described 
how more than 200 mayors in 38 states 
have taken the initiative to lead their 
communities in reducing dependence on 
fossil fuels. Using goals set by the Kyoto 
Protocol, these mayors (and the 
Conference of US Mayors to which they 
belong) have committed to reduce carbon 
monoxide pollution in their cities to 7 
percent below 1990 levels by 2012. 
      Sarna provided examples of what’s 
being done. Salt Lake city has replaced 
conventional light bulbs on city streets 
with LED lights, saving $30,000 a year. 
Twin Falls Idaho schools, faced with the  
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need to make up for a budget shortfall, 
increased energy efficiency in lighting, 
heating and ventilation systems of 
existing schools, efforts expected to save 
millions in operational costs. A new bank 
building in Boise, using ‘green’  
construction techniques, will be one of 
the most energy efficient such structures 
in the country when it is finished. 
      Innovative thinking has multiple 
rewards. Chicago has solar panels on the 
roof of the venerable Art Institute. 
Chicago mayor Richard Daley wants to 
install wind generators on buildings in the 
Windy City. 
      Sarna outlined the steps that can lead 
any city to energy efficiency. She urged 
her listeners to send postcards and 
petitions to their own mayor, using the 
coolcities website for models. Mayors can 
then lead a local inventory of energy use, 
identify areas of potential change and 
create a solutions plan.  
      The most obvious area for 
improvement, along with structural 
operations, are automobile emissions and 
energy sources. Hybrid vehicles have 
significantly lower emissions. Wind and 
solar energy are cleaner than coal-fire 
power plants.  

Upcoming April 13 Forum 
by Jessica Ruehrwein 

 
A forum responding to a proposed 
Atlanta gold mine will be help April 13, 
2006 at BSU Student Union, Jordan B.  
      Idaho Families for Clean Water will 
host speakers including John Krutar, a 
fourth generation Montana rancher, who  
will share his experiences with impacts of 
cyanide mines. Susan Ziebarth will speak 
of her experience as a former manager of 
a cyanide heap leach operation in Nevada. 
Boise pediatrician Dr. Perry Brown will 
discuss public health risks of the 
proposed mine;  Atlanta residents will 
share concerns. 
     Idaho Families for Clean Water is a 
coalition of groups working to protect 
Idaho’s clean water.  Idaho water is more 
precious than gold!  For more information 

feel free to call Jessica at 384-1023.  
Parking is available in the SUB Visitor 
Lot, behind the student union. 
   

Idaho Legislature Resolves  
        to Repeal FLREA 
                          By Richard Alexander 
 
December 2004, the Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancement Act (FLERA) 
replaced the Recreational Fee Demo  
Program of 1996. Continuing unpopular 
collection of fees for recreating on public 
lands, it has been condemned by several 
western states.  
      In February and March the House & 
Senate Resources Committees held 
hearings on House Joint Memorial 14 
(HJM 14), a resolution asking Congress 
to repeal FLREA. Citizens from as far 
away as Sandpoint, Idaho traveled to  
give testimony. The memorial passed  
House and Senate committees as well as 
a full vote of each house. Reasons cited 
include the program’s excessive criminal 
penalties of 6 months in jail and/or 
$5,000 fine.  
      How FLREA passed demonstrates its 
inability to survive as a stand alone bill. 
FLREA never received a hearing in the 
House of Representatives or a floor vote 
in the House or U.S. Senate. It was 
attached, in the eleventh hour, to a 3,000 
page Omnibus Spending Bill that can 
only receive an up or down vote.  
      Testifying in favor of the resolution, 
Senator Langhorst stated, “HJM14 
opposes the gradual erosion of a long-
standing social contract having to do 
with [access] of public lands.”  Rep 
Eskridge added, “Land management 
agencies are ‘going beyond common 
sense.”   Idaho now joins Montana, 
Oregon, Colorado and Alaska in passing 
resolutions demanding that Congress 
repeal FLREA.  
       Special thanks to Representative 
Eskridge & Senator Langhorst for 
sponsoring HJM 14.  
  
  The Purpose of the Sierra Club is to 

explore, enjoy, and protect the wild places 
of the Earth; to practice and promote the 
responsible use of the earth©s ecosystems 
and resources; to educate and enlist 
humanity to protect and restore the quality 
of the natural and human environment, 
and to use all lawful means to carry out 
these objectives.   
    
MIDDLE SNAKE GROUP            
                 CALENDAR        
  Events are in Boise unless noted;  
  Non members are always welcome. 
  

April and May 2006  
4/4   Ex Com meeting 7pm at Id Fish & 
Game, 600 s Walnut. Use back entrance.  
 
4/13 Energy Forum on proposed Atlanta 
Gold mine, BSU Student Union Jordan 
rm B, 7pm.  
 
4/22 Earth Day starting at Julia Davis 
park. Call 345-6933 to register for service 
projects; call 384-1023 to help at the 
Sierra club booth, 378-1217 to help with 
children’s crafts.   
 
5/2 Ex Com 7pm at Id Fish & Game, 600 
Walnut. Use back entrance. 
 
5/27 Outing to the Owyhees? Day trip, 
let’ s say? Call Jessica for details at the 
office, 384-1023. 
  
SIERRA CLUB REPRESENTATIVE 
is Jessica Ruerhwein, office, 910 Main # 
233, Boise. Phone (208) 384-1023   Write 
us at POB 552 Boise ID 83701.  
Www.sierraclub.org  
 
This newsletter is published three times a 
year by Middle Snake Group of the Sierra 
Club, and is free to all members within 
the geographical area of the Group. 
Submit letters or articles to editor Jeanette 
Ross, (208) 378-1217.  
 
 
 

The Idaho House approved (64-5) H791, 
the two-year moratorium on permitting 
merchant coal plants, as well as HCR62 

(67-1), directing the interim energy 
committee to produce an “ integrated”  
Idaho state energy plan in the next year 

or two. Both bills are now in the Senate 
with a committee hearing possible as soon 
as Friday. JFAC will be taking up a trailer 



bill today to fund the energy plan study, 
and we hear the number will be about 
$300,000, although the range mentioned 
on the floor today was between $100k 
and $300k. Even at $300,000, the effort 
would be seriously underfunded, which 
makes it all the more important to impress 
upon the governor’s office why it needs to 
participate. 
     On the same day,  Ways and Means 
committee attached the forgotten 
emergency clause to the speaker’s H800, 
the Idaho Power water wars bill that the 
House just passed and sent to the Senate. 
It’ s the bill that would subordinate some 
of Idaho Power’s water rights to recharge 
the Snake River aquifer. 
This was ICL’s update on March 17th: 
                    Coal -Fired Power Plants 
House Bill 791, which is the 2-year 
Moratorium on coal-fired plants, passed 
though the House Environment, Energy 
and Technology committee on Tuesday. 
House Concurrent Resolution 62, which 
is the development of a State energy 
plant, also passed through the House 
Environment, Energy and Technology 
Committee. The bill and the resolution 
will be heard on the House floor soon.  
      We are supportive of both pieces of 
legislation and are working hard to get 
them through the House. The next hurdle 
will be the Senate. We encourage folks to 
start contacting Senators to rally support 
for these bills.  
        Mercury Senate Concurrent 
Resolution 131 regarding mercury was 
passed through the Senate 31-4. The 
resolution requests that the Idaho 
Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) compile and assess available 
information and conduct studies to 
prepare a report on mercury to be 
submitted no later than January 7, 2007.  
      The resolution also requests DEQ to 
opt out of the federal mercury cap and 
trade program. We are supportive of this 
request and of the State’s efforts to get a 
handle on mercury contamination in the 
state. The resolution will be heard in the 
house Environment, Technology and 
Energy Committee on Monday. Please 
contact Committee Members and urge 
their support.       Wildlife House 
Concurrent Resolution 38 passed through 
the Senate Resources and Environment 
Committee. The Resolution supports and 

recognizes the many Idahoans who have 
contributed their time and energy to 
developing the Idaho Bird Trail. The 
enhanced recognition will help the four 
loops of the Idaho Birding Trail, located 
throughout the state to attract visitors 
who will contribute to local economies. 
   Water RightsHouse Bill 545, the 
Adjudication of North Idaho water rights 
passed through the Senate Resources and 
Environment committee and is headed to 
the Senate floor for the final vote. 
Studies resulting from this bill will 
ensure that water is used efficiently. It 
will also help educate the public in 
regards to water quantity and quality for 
consumption, recreation and industrial 
uses.  

 
World’s Oldest Newbie 
Learns to Lobby 

by Jeanette Ross 
This February 24, I overcame a lifetime’s 
legitimate doubts about the adequacy of 
my political knowledge and took part in 
my first ever lobbying effort at the Idaho 
Statehouse. 
     A coalition of skilled, experienced 
leaders gave me the courage and the 
handouts I needed. I baked a pan of my 
famous brownies, buttoned on a pressed  
shirt and went searching for parking.  
     Standing behind the tables, as visitors 
munched and read handouts, I realized 
that my understanding about the issues 
was enough. Most visitors just wanted to 
meet us, share food and chat.        
     The legislators who showed up for 
our Gold room narrated slide show (well 
done by Jessica and John Robison) were 
genuinely interested and thanked us for 
taking the trouble to come to them, given 
their schedules.  
    Walking around the offices and 
chambers, handing out literature, gave 
my young partner and I time to get 
acquainted with the building and its 
many simultaneous functions. By the 
time I left I had a confident bounce in my 
step and thought, I can do this. Why did I 
wait so long? 
Note from Jessica: We have also 
developed and distributed a packet of 
information and a petition for business 
owners and professionals.The petition 

says, "you may use my name and business 
name to say I value clean water in the 
Boise River, and so  oppose the Atlanta 
Gold mine and its use of cyanide and 
other poisons in the headwaters of the 
Boise River." Other 
business people and professionals can 
contact Jessica to join this effort. 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
Jeanette, Jessica and ICL input  

The Idaho House overwhelmingly 
approved (64-5) H791, a two-year 
moratorium on permitting merchant coal 
plants. Also approved was HCR62 (by 
67-1) directing the interim energy 
committee to produce an “ integrated”  
Idaho state energy plan in the next year or 
two. Both bills are now in the Senate with 
a committee hearing possible as soon as 
Friday.  
      JFAC will be taking up a trailer bill in 
late March to fund the energy plan study. 
The effort is likely to be seriously 
underfunded, which makes lobbying the 
governor’s office so important. 
    From ICL’s update: 
Senate Concurrent Resolution 131 
regarding mercury was passed through the 
Senate 31-4. The resolution requests that 
Idaho Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) compile and assess 
available information and conduct studies 
to prepare a report on mercury to be 
submitted no later than January 7, 2007. 
The resolution also requests DEQ to opt 
out of the federal mercury cap and trade 
program. The resolution will be heard in 
the house Environment, Technology and 
Energy Committee by the time you read 
this. 
     House Bill 545, Adjudication of North 
Idaho water rights passed through the 
Senate Resources and Environment 
committee and is headed to the Senate 
floor for the final vote by the end of 
March. Studies resulting from this bill 
will ensure that water is used efficiently. 
It will also help educate the public in 
regards to water quantity and quality for 
consumption, recreation and industrial 
uses.  
     Efforts to recharge the seriously 
depleted southern Idaho aquifer led the 
House to consider HB 800, which would 
divert some Snake river water into the 
desert with the hope that this would 



recharge the aquifer. The legislature is in 
a pinch created by a state practice of 
granting permits that exceed available 

water.  
      Idaho Power sent a letter to 
customers, dated March 17, suggesting 

that this plan, if implemented, would 
result in a shortage of water for the 
company’s power generation. 
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Please suppor t these farmers, artists and independent businesses who contributed to our March Soiree; they strengthen our 
community and make it unique. The Boise Coop, Mary Rohlfing, Morning Owl Farm (Boise), Janie Burns, Meadowlark Farm 
(Nampa), Vickers Winery, Snake River Winery, Indian Creek Winery, Sawtooth Winery, Riverview Gardens (Fruitland), 
Dawson Taylor Coffee, Ballard Family Cheese (Gooding), Marge Price’s Jams, Canyon Bounty Farm (Nampa), Saint John’s 
Organic Dairy (Emmett), The Chocolate Bar, Dragin’  Wing Native Plants, Mark Lisk – Photographer, Chris Rusnak – 
Photographer, Kevin Lewis – Photographer, Giuseppe Saitta – Photographer, Copper Stuff – Mike Mendes, Kevin Anderson – 
Potter, Bucks Bags, Josie Beads Jewelry - Kari Mueller, Random Ladies Recorder Group, Smart Feet, Vista Books, The Book 
and Gift,  Powerbar, Chickenbarn - Susan and John Medlin,  Orion Magazine, The Buckhorn Mt. Boy’s (Bluegrass band), 
Carole King – Musician, Kevin Dossett - Hair stylist, Newt and Harold’s, Idaho River Sports, Lucy’s Coffee House, Heirloom 
Tomato Plants from Philantha – Michele Maines, Table Rock Printing, Alloway Electric, 10,000 Villages, Trip Taylor Books, 
Jam Design – Jeremy James, The Record Exchange, Zamzows, The Flicks, Leku Ona Basque Restaurant, Lulu’s Pizza, 
Meyer’s Natural Cleaners, Student Conservation Association, Sierra Club National 
 
 
... and Thank Volunteers &  Individual Contr ibutors  Susan and John Medlin, Rich and Anne Rusnak, Anne and 
Alan Hausrath, Marty and Evelyn Marzinelli, Edwina and John Allen, Tom von Alten and Jeanette Ross, Joey and Jessica 
Ruehrwein, Kari and Alex Mueller, Scott Larson and Amy Hutchinson, Judy Hibberd, Rita Neilson,  Harold Orien, Kevin 
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Lewis, Bev Nickel, Raquel Brown, Christina Smith, Mary Chavez Miranda, Lea Williams, Jen Compton, Molly Haarhoff, Pam 
Piperruth, Regina Brown, Driek Zirinsky, Pam Saindon, Doug Scott , Michael Ableman, Jonathan Stoke, Steve and Kathleen 
Fahey, Sarah Blessinger, Marzena Zadja, Sheila Hancock, Matt Carroll, Sharon Rivers. 
  Our deepest gratitude to everyone who helped make our Sierra Club Energy Soiree such a successful event.   


