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Charting our Path to - lluminating solutions to

Sustainable Energy

By Amy Hutchinson
Now that the latest climate change
report has put to rest (for most people,
that is) reasonable doubt about the role
fossil fuel burning plays in global
warming, attention at long last can turn
to the subject of solutions.

And as it happens, the major topic of
discussion at this year's Sierra Club
State Legislative Colloquium, held in
Santa Fe, New Mexico, was the role
energy efficiency technologies. Energy
efficient buildings, household
appliances, transportation, renewable
energy (solar, wind, geothermal, etc.)

February showing at Idahog
Fish and Game attracted a %
full house and we hope to ke&
up the good energy. Check
our website for future showings:
http://idaho.sierraclub.org/middlesnake

You can host your own screening at
home or in church or community.

We’'re also helping people
plug into “Low Carbon Diet” book
groups. If you'd like to join a Low
Carbon Diet group or start one of your
own, please contact us. We're ramping
up the grassroots to soften Boise’s
carbon footprint. We want to track your

i |
Our Cool (energy) guy, Scott PointsfeSUIItS and publish them too!

can - and must! — play a part in charting Let’s build upon these successes and

a sustainable energy future. . ) usher in one of the best Earth Day’s
According to a report presented at £00ling Boise... ever. Earth Week begins April #4vith

the colloquium by energy specialist gne household at a time a kickoff rally (an event coordinated on

Anne Haddix, a combination of energy By Scott Points a national level by Bill McGibbon’s

efficiency technologies and renewablegy,r cool Cities campaign continues toStepItUpZOO?). Idaho Earth Fest will
can reduce carbon emissions by as  piig momentum around the nation, ~ taKe place at Julia Davis Park on
much as 80% over the next 40 years. 5round Idaho and in Boise. The SierraSaturday, April 21 Volunteers are
Energy efficiency accounts for 57% of ¢yp’'s smart energy campaign needed at our booth and we have many
the reduction, while renewable sourcesrompted Mayor Bieter to sign the u.sother opportunities, so contact Jessica
provide the other 43%. This report Mayors Climate Protection Agreement,or Scott to get involved!
challenges the assumption, held by torm an advisory committee (Sierra
many current policy makers, that the  cjypper Alan Hausrath is our rep)-- and
US can meet its energy needs only by ,rchase ICLI software to inventory ~ Start Planning Now!
bwldmg numerous, expensive and Boise’s CQ output back to pre-1990
polluting coal fired power plants and/ |eyels in advance of returning to those Come join us at Craters of the Moon,
or nuclear reactors. - low-carbon heydays! our region’s premiere geologic

The findings of this report come at  opgoing community efforts are ~ wonderland. We have reserved the
an oppqrtune tlme_ for supporters of thealready bearing fruit. We are hosting group campsite (limit 30, tents only) for
CoolBoise campaign, whose challengefee screenings of one film, “Kilowatt June & and 9, the site is a beautiful
itis to curb global warming pollution in gyrs » each month. The film opens  spot up-mountain from the headquarters
the Treasure Valley. with Vice President Dick Cheney's  and surrounded by trees, birds and a
energy policy speech in which Cheneyview. We hope to hike, bird and spend
makes the claim that America needs a little time discussing common issues

Find Out HOW! nearly 1900 new power plants in the with our Sawtooth group colleagues.
Join our March 13 potluck and see aext 20 years to meet projected Bring sturdy boots and your own
a short film about energy use, g|0baqalectricity demands. camping gear and food. The site has

warming, and what we can do about After this, filmmaker Jeff Barrie leadswater, tables and outhouse facilities.
it. Details in Calendar. inside a journey from coal mines of West Contact Richard Rusnak for details,
’ ' Virginia to solar panel fields of Florida,466-2541 rarusnak@mindspring.com



B.U.G. ME! MIDDLE SNAKE GROUP Meet our new Conservation staffer...

by Scott Larson

B.U.G.S stands for Boise Urban GardenEvents are held in Boise unless noted;

School, but what I think it means is non members are always welcome. The Middle Snake Group is pleased to
pure fun! | know what you are March 2007 welcome Scott Points as our newest
thinking, gardening in the hot sun and 3/4 Kari Filson’s Low Carbon Diet staff person. SC_Ott IS an Amerlcorps
pulling weeds for hours and hours Book Club starts member, and will work with volunteers
doesn't sound like fun, but there's more for the next 10 months on our Cool
to it. For example, you get to try new 3/6 MSG Excomm meeting, Id Fish ~ Boise Campa'QnWWW-_COOIbOBe-Om
foods, meet new people, learn how to and Game Bldg. 5:30 p.m. Scott started work in mid February.
sell your products, and give He has met most of the lead Cool Boise
presentations. 3/13 Kilowatt Ourdilm shows at our Vvolunteers, and has helped organize a
| dreaded going on the first day,  potluck, Josie Fretwell's home, 3150 public showing of Kilowatt Ours.
| complained about how boring it was Sweetwater Dr. Boise, 83716 345- Scott is a recent graduate from the

was going to get. When | arrived the  on Holcomb; l.on Sweetwater) More Natural Resources management,

two instructors came up to me and info at www.kilowattours.org recreation and tourism and has a goal of
welcomed me, and then put me to work. event_ually working in eco-tourism or

in charge of weeding. But you know  3/20 Cool Cities mtg SC office 5:3Oprr$UStalnaP|e development. He_ has been
what? | had so much fun, not only an Americorps member previously,

weeding, but doing it with strangers!  3/21 Phone fellow members, dinner Wworking with Habitat for Humanity in
When I got home and told my Mom provided VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Cleveland, Ohio. _

that | liked weeding, she told me that | Scott has already proved himself to

could do it at home, but it wasn't the  3/22 Idaho Families for Clean Water be multi-talented. Although he and his

same, because B.U.G.S creates a Celebration MK Nature Center 5:30pnWo cats have not been in town long, he

setting, and you are doing it with your has already entered, and won, a slam
community. 3/30 Wild & Scenic Environmental ~Poetry contest! He has high hopes to
Weeding wasn't the only thing that IFilm Festival to benefit Winter “learn his parents proud”, and we are
did. I ate about 20 different salads, andWildlands Alliance at BSU, 6-9 pm  sure he will. The Cool Boise campaign
some were wonderful. | went from a April 2007 is really taking off with a recent surge
very picky eater to a vegetable fanatic! 4/3 Excomm Id Fish & Game 5:30pmin global warming interest. Scott’s help
After we grew the food we sold it to will be vgluable to QII of usin 30|se. If
earn money for next year’s seeds. We 4/5 Free Film Night film “Out of you are interested in volunteering,

were interacting with the community ~ Balance, ” special guest filmmaker ~ contact Scott at the Sierra Club office.
and learning how to price things at the Tom Jackson; Id Fish & Game 7 pm.
same time!

We also gave presentations in front 4/14 National Day of Climate Action Ready To Rendezvous?
of a group, and we went on field trips  (place TBA. VOLUNTEER NOW!)  This year we meet July 12-15 near
where we got to hang out with the pigs! Atlanta, Idaho. Expect an entertaining,
The whole summer | felt like Iwas in  4/17 7pm Environmental Forum andeducational, environmentally helpful
school, a school that was really fun!  film “Kilowatt Ours,” Harold Orien’s  weekend in the Southern Sawtooth

This program opened my eyes to home , 4416 Quail Ridge Drive. Mountains. We'll plan great speakers,

nature, and how important it is to, not Includes presentations from local delicious food, fun hikes, and a chance

only our community, but the world.  environmental leaders on Atlanta Goldo preserve this beautiful area. Please
And | would just like to say thanks mine issue, voter recap. plan on joining us. Contact Harold

to many people who made this Orien at 344-7449 with questions.

experience possible, but mainly to the 4/17 Cool Cities mtg SC office

two instructors, Amy Hutchinson and The Purpose of the Sierra Club is to

Wendy Young, and our head gardener,4/21 Idaho Earth Festival, Julia Davisexplore, enjoy, and protect the wild

Lori, and the chef, Emily, and our Park, 11 — 7 pm. Free music, kid’s ~ Places of the Earth; to practice and

promote the responsible use of the earth's

Kiwanis sponsor, and everybody else. activities, entertainment. Volunteer by _
ecosystems and resources; to educate and

So thanks you guys for making all of  calling Jessica at (208) 384-1023. enlist humanity to protect and restore the

thl.s pOSSIbleI ) quality of the natural and human

Brienna Berlinguet, 'Tgrade 4/26 HP Boise Earth Day 9:30-2 pmenvironment, and to use all lawful means
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to carry out these objectives.



. . Idaho Earth Fest 2007
Boise’s Leaders Take Action! VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

By Jessica Ruerhwein By Jessica Ruehrwein

In an effort to address citizen concern |, celebration of National Earth Day,
over the proposed Atlanta Gold mine, 14 Boise community will hold its
Mayor Bieter presented a clean water ,,nual Idaho Earth Eest on April 21,
resolution to the Boise City Council on 54597 4t Julia Davis Park.

Feb. 26 and the council voted onitthe  |4aho Earth Eest is a family

following week. oriented event committed to teaching
The resolution strongly opposes the .o mmon-sense conservation and the

development of a cyanide heap leach  ,reqervation of resources for future
mining operation near the headwaters generations.

of the Boise and calls upon regulatory ™ 4ahg Earth Fest is a free event for
and permitting agencies to hold the o b plic. There will be a host of
mining project to highest operational, ~ gyents, film showings, lectures and
financial, and environmental standards.,iyities for the community starting

In addition, the council urges other ity 3 national rally on Sat., April 14.
municipal and county governments

whose citizens are threatened by the April 14 is National Day of Climate
Atlanta Gold project to go on record in ption: Tens of thousands of
solid opposition.

We thank the Mayor and city
council members for taking action to

Americans will gather all across the
country at meaningful, iconic places to
- call for action on climate change. Join
protect our clean water. This is another < i1 Boise to demand smart energy

nail i_n Atlant_a Gold’s_ coffin and a _ solutions: “Step it up Congress! Cut
crucial step in stopping the operation of.,pon 80% by 2050.”
this mine. Now the real work for Boise '

C“Y will b_egin in cc_)ordinating Wit_h April 21, Service Projects Give back
neighboring counties and agencies 10 4 yhe earth! Most projects will take
address public heath and safety issuesplaCe the morning of April 2L To

threatened by the Atlanta Gold project. learn what service projects are
Our campaign to move the Boise City 5 aijaple for you and your family to

council was hard fought and lasted for take part in, please contact Joey at the

over a year. Its success can be Student Conservation Association:
attributed to the dedication and hard 50314246734

work of so many volunteers and staff. A
victory celebration has been tentatively
scheduled for March 22nd at the MK
Nature Center — please join us in lifting
a glass (of clean beer!) to our
accomplishment and find out about our
exciting upcoming spring and summer
events.The Boise River is more
precious than gold.

April 21 Festival with free events at
Julia Davis park fromilam to 7pm

Earth Day is an opportunity to educate
the community about issues that affect
us all. We can all help. Join us!

...and Don’t Forget...

Our Sierra Club associate representative is Leslie Gulch Hike Sat. April 28 led
Jessica Ruehrwein, at the office at 910 Maily Alan Hausrath. Experience high
#233, Boise. 208- 384-1023. POB 552 desert colors on a moderately difficulty
Boise ID 83701. hike, 4-5 hours. Drive approx. 2 hours
each way. Meet at Reel Theater
This newsletter is published quarterly by  parking area (Boise Towne Square
Middle Snal_<e Group, free to all cl_ub Mall) to arrange rides and get a map.
members with the group area. Editor Contact Alan Hausrath at 345-9631 or
Jeanette Ross. .
hausrath@alum.mit.edu for more
information and to register.
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Low Carbon Diet: A 30 Day Program to

Lose 5,000 Pounds!
Are you ready to take global warming into your
own hands? After years of debate, a near consensus
among the world's scientists has concluded that we
are warming the planet. Although we are a major
part of the problem, we can also be part of the
solution. The primary cause of global warming is
carbon dioxide emitted into the atmosphere through
the burning of fossil fuels. A typical American
household generates 55,000 pounds of carbon
dioxide annually.
If you are wondering “what can | do?” we
have some answers. Each us can make simple
decisions that will reduce global warming pollution
The Sierra Club has started a series of “Low Carbon
Diet” book groups. In just a single month your
group will learn to make enough simple changes to
reduce your annual carbon dioxide output by at 1880 pounds! So come unwind with us
by reading a book. Reward yourself, your commuaitgt your environment in a way that will
make you proud of your carbon footprint. Call $@it384-1023 to join a group or to start one
of your own. www.coolboise.org



